118                 BERNARD SHAW

a St. Francis tenderness towards the ass and the
grasshopper; he pays his compliments to militar-
ism; and, returning to the mood of " The Ma** of
Destiny,35 Shaw draws for us with a pen dipped
in gaU his idea of the typical Britisher. (I refer
to the Preface, pp. 38-9.) The reason tha*
Shaw is anything but a pessimist is, that he al-
ways believes things will be meliorated, and mo:re~
over ojffers a modus operandi, namely, socialised ;
we may take it or leave it, as we will; there it
is, all explained, his way out of the woods.
Those who are fond of calling him pessimist, a,:re
deafened by his continual vociferation about tlie
things that are wrong; and so do not hear tlie
constructive part of his message.

That part of the Preface devoted to a descrip-
tion and arraignment of the Denshawai Horror,
as a piece of satiric invective deserves to stsuxxd
beside Stevenson's " Letter to Father Damienu"
It is a wonderfully eloquent bit of English prose*
We also have beautifully expressed, at the pla.y*s
end, Shaw's political, or politico-religious ideal
in the mystic speech of Father Keegan, It is *
clear'example of the spiritual conception of so-
ciety which Shaw treasures.egan hasts in the case of Shaw w. his time. contrasts of char-
